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FREE 
COLLEGE?

YES, PLEASE!

I enjoy being out in the field, working on actual job sites. 
It’s a good feeling to prepare an area for development. 
Through the Last Dollar Scholarship I hope to graduate 
debt-free!

Peter Hamill
Heavy Equipment student
Sheldon, IA

Peter’s Success is Our Story

Qualifying Programs at NCC

• Accounting/Clerical Accounting
• Advanced Welding Technology
• Associate Degree Nursing
• Associate Degree Nursing—Extended
• Automotive & Light Duty Diesel Technology
• Business Management
• Design Technology
• Diesel Technology
• Electrical Technology
• Engineering Design
• Health Information Technology—Online
• Heavy Equipment Operation & Maintenance
• Industrial & Commercial Wiring
• Industrial Instrumentation & Control
• Information Technology Specialist
• Medical Coding—Online
• Medical Lab Technology
• Powerline
• Powerline Technology
• Practical Nursing
• Practical Nursing—Extended 
• Production Welding
• Radiologic Technology
• Web & Graphic Design

Future Ready Iowa is a workforce initiative that connects Iowans to the 
training and education required for good-paying jobs and careers that 
improve people’s lives. 

The goal of the Last-Dollar Scholarship program is to increase the 
number of Iowans with education and training up to a two-year degree in 
occupations that are in high demand throughout Iowa. The scholarship 
program will pay tuition – after applying non-repayable federal and state 
financial aid – for Iowans who enroll in one of the designated programs 
of study. All students will receive at least $500 even if, for example their 
federal Pell Grant fully covers tuition. This effort is geared toward getting 
more Iowans into great jobs (starting at a minimum of $14 per hour), 
meeting the needs of Iowa employers and growing Iowa’s economy.

How do I apply for the Iowa Last Dollar Scholarship?

File the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). Please go to 
IowaCollegeAid.gov/LastDollar for deadline information. That’s it. If you 
qualify for the Future Ready Iowa Last-Dollar Scholarship, NCC will notify 
you with an award letter.

LAST-DOLLAR
SCHOLARSHIP
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Nondiscrimination in Education Statement
It is the policy of Northwest Iowa Community College not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, creed, religion, and actual or 
potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by federal and state civil rights statutes and all other applicable federal and state laws, regulations 
and orders. The Board of Trustees shall monitor progress on this policy through the President’s appointed Affirmative Action/Equity Coordinator(s).
 
If you have any questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy, please contact one of the Equity Coordinators at Northwest Iowa Community College, 603 West Park Street, Sheldon, Iowa, 
room D403b or room A101D, email equity@nwicc.edu, phone number 712-324-5061, extension 113 or extension 137, fax 712-324-4136; or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department 
of Education, John C. Kluczynski Federal Building, 230 S. Dearborn Street, 37th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604-7204, Telephone: (312) 730-1560, Fax: (312) 730-1576, TDD: (800) 877-8339, 
Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov.

Why was this program started?

Education and training beyond high school is 
the new minimum in today’s technology-driven, 
knowledge economy. By 2025, 68 percent of 
Iowa jobs are expected to require training or 
education beyond high school.

To have the most future-ready, capable work-
force we have to connect more Iowans with 
opportunities to obtain relevant education 
and training. This will help employers and our 
economy as Iowans earn higher incomes and 
improve their quality of life.

What is the Future Ready Iowa goal?

That 70 percent of Iowans in the workforce 
(ages 25–64) have education and training 
beyond high school by 2025.

What is the Future Ready Iowa Employer 
Innovation Fund?

The Future Ready Iowa Employer Innovation 
fund is a competitive grant opportunity for our 
partners to collaborate to carry out innovative 
initiatives and provide wrap-around support 
—such as child-care assistance—to address 
local workforce issues. This matching grant is 
available to qualifying applicants.

To find out more go to futurereadyiowa.gov 
and click on Future Ready Iowa Employer 
Innovation Fund.

Home: Hawarden, Iowa
High School: West Sioux High School, 
Hawarden, Iowa
Major: Heavy Equipment Operation & 
Maintenance, AAS

Did you attend college prior to NCC? 
No

Professional Goals: I want my Heavy 
Equipment degree. I want to work outside 
and earn a good living. Hopefully I can 
stay in Iowa where my family is.

How has the Last Dollar Scholarship 
helped you? 
It has helped me a lot. My parents are 
divorced, and my dad isn’t around and 
doesn’t help out financially. My mom isn’t 
working right now, so money is tight. I 
worked all summer, and I still didn’t have 
enough money for college. I just couldn’t 
afford all the expenses of college. I 
wouldn’t be able to go to college if I didn’t 
have this scholarship.

How did you know about the Last 
Dollar Scholarship? After I applied for 
financial aid, one of the people from NCC 
let me know that I qualified for it.

What do you think of receiving this 
Scholarship? 
I was so surprised. I couldn’t be in the 
program without this help. I appreciate 
the help, and I am confident that I can 
finish the program. I am really thankful. 
I want to stay in Iowa when I am done 
with school. When I turn 21 I want to work 
for a company in Sioux Center, Iowa, and 
travel the United States working for them.

DAVID Topete

David’s Story: I graduated from high school last spring. I grew up around this type of 
work, and I really like it. My cousin graduated from NCC’s Heavy Equipment program 
a couple of years ago, and he makes really good money, around $30/hour. When he 
explains everything he does, I think it will be something that I really enjoy. If every-
thing works out and I can earn good money, I will do this for as long as I can.

Do you have other barriers that you face? Yes —quite a few. I live 40 miles away, 
so I drive about 80–90 miles roundtrip, 5 days a week — gas is expensive. Also, food 
and books are really expensive. I couldn’t believe the book cost. One of the biggest 
expenses is my tools. I still need to pay around $2,000 for my tools, and that is with a 
big discount that Snap-on Tools gives us.

Advice to Others: If you really want to do something in life, you need to work hard 
for it. Everything won’t be spoon-fed to you. If you get a scholarship or grant, work 
hard and get your work done.

Fast FACTS

QUESTIONS

Contact NCC’s Financial Aid Office: 
712-324-5061
finaid@nwicc.edu


